To:  COYLE,  BRIDGET[Coyle. Bridget@epa.gov];  Overman,  Pamela[Overman. Pamela@epa.gov] 

From:  Ebbed,  Laura 

Sent:  Fri  8/7/201 5 3:35:47  AM 

Subject:  Fwd:  epa  statement  on  mine  waste 


Laura  Ebbert 
Manager,  Tribal  Section 
EPA,  Region  9 
(415)947-3561 

www.epa.gov/region09/tribal 

Begin  forwarded  message: 


From:  "Manzanilla,  Enrique"  <Manzanilla.Enrique@,epa.gov> 

Date:  August  6,  2015  at  7:44:05  PM  MST 
To:  "Kao,  Jessica"  <Kao.Jessica@,epa.gov> 

Cc:  "Blumenfeld,  Jared"  <BLUMENFELD.JARED@EPA.GOV>.  "Strauss,  Alexis" 
<Strauss.Alexis@epa.gov>.  "Meer,  Daniel"  <Meer.Daniel@epa.gov>.  "Scott,  Jeff 
<Scott. JeffAepa.gov>.  "Zito,  Kelly"  <ZTTO.KELLY@EPA.GOV>  "Ebbert,  Laura" 
<Ebbert.Laura@epa.gov> 

Subject:  Re:  epa  statement  on  mine  waste 


Yes  we  got  notice  about  an  hour  and  half  ago  and  we  are  in  contact  with  regions  6 and  9. 
Sent  from  my  iPhone 

On  Aug  6,  2015,  at  6:59  PM,  Kao,  Jessica  <Kao.Jessica@epa.gov>  wrote: 


You  may  have  received  notice  already  from  other  sources  about  the  1 million  gallon 
acid  mine  spill  into  the  Animus  River  in  Colorado  that  happened  yesterday.  I just 
spoke  to  Joan  Card,  R8  RA’s  senior  advisor.  She’s  alerting  R6  and  R9  that  the  spill  is 
heading  towards  the  Navajo  Nation. 


From:  Card,  Joan 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  06,  2015  2:37  PM 
To:  Kao,  Jessica 

Subject:  Fwd:  epa  statement  on  mine  waste 


2411543 


ED  000552D  00001506-00001 


Hi  Jessica.  Can  you  give  me  a call? 


Joan  Card 

Senior  Policy  Advisor 
Region  8 


Sent  from  my  EPA  iPhone 
Begin  forwarded  message: 

From:  "Card,  Joan"  <Card.Joan@epa.gov> 

Date:  August  6,  2015  at  3: 17:39  PM  MDT 
To:  "Strauss,  Alexis"  <Strauss.Alexis@,epa.gov> 

Subject:  Fwd:  epa  statement  on  mine  waste 

Hi.  Can  we  talk  about  this?  303-917-8776. 

Joan  Card 

Senior  Policy  Advisor 
Region  8 


Sent  from  my  EPA  iPhone 
Begin  forwarded  message: 

From:  "Mylott,  Richard"  <Mvlott.Richard@epa.gov> 

Date:  August  6,  2015  at  11:48:26  AM  MDT 
To:  "Card,  Joan"  <Card.Joan@epa.gov> 

Subject:  FW:  epa  statement  on  mine  waste 


From:  Mylott,  Richard 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  06,  2015  1 1:46  AM 

To:  'Ogbum,  Stephanie' 

Subject:  RE:  epa  statement  on  mine  waste 


Hi  Stephanie — I should  have  more  info  later. 


August  6 EPA  Statement  on  Gold  King  Mine  Release 


Yesterday,  an  EPA  team  working  to  investigate  and  address  contamination  at 
the  Gold  King  Mine  in  San  Juan  County,  Colo,  unexpectedly  triggered  a 
large  release  of  mine  waste  water  into  the  upper  portions  of  Cement  Creek. 
Initial  estimates  are  that  the  release  contained  approximately  1M  gallons  of 
water  that  was  held  behind  unconsolidated  debris  near  an  abandoned  mine 
portal.  There  were  several  workers  at  the  site  at  the  time  of  the  breach,  all 
were  unharmed. 


Following  the  release,  the  Colorado  Department  of  Public  Health  and  the 
Environment  notified  water  users  downstream  so  they  could  take  appropriate 
steps  to  turn  off  intakes  until  the  contaminated  water  passes. 


The  primary  environmental  concern  is  the  pulse  of  contaminated  water 
containing  sediment  and  metals  flowing  as  an  orange-colored  discharge 
downstream  through  Cement  Creek  and  into  the  Animas  River.  The  water 
associated  with  the  release  is  obvious  and  highly  discolored.  As  a 
precaution,  EPA  recommends  that  recreational  users  of  the  Animas  River 
avoid  contact  with  or  use  of  the  river  until  the  pulse  of  mine  water  passes. 
Over  the  next  several  days,  EPA  teams  will  be  sampling  and  investigating 
downstream  locations  to  confirm  that  the  release  has  passed  and  poses  no 
additional  concerns  for  aquatic  life  or  water  users.  EPA  will  also  be 
assessing  damage  near  the  mine  portal  and  any  residual  releases  of  water  at 
the  mine  site. 
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From:  Ogbum,  Stephanie  [mailto:Stephanie.Ogbum@kunc.org] 

Sent:  Thursday,  August  06,  2015  1 1:44  AM 

To:  Mylott,  Richard 

Subject:  epa  statement  on  mine  waste 


Hi  Rich, 


I was  wondering  if  you  could  send  me  the  epa  statement  on  the  mine  waste 
release. 


Also,  is  there  anyone  at  EPA  I can  speak  with  about  what  happened?  Thanks 
a lot. 


Thanks, 

Stephanie 


Stephanie  Paige  Ogbum 
Reporter,  KUNC 
970-350-0830  (o) 
970-570-9609  (c) 

@spogburn 
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